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Rabbi’s Column 


Register To Vote 
for a Pluralistic Israel 


Before sitting down to write this col- 
umn, I tuned the radio to NPR. The first 
story that caught my ear was the news 
that Israeli police have recommended 
that Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu be indicted on 
charges of fraud 
and breach of pub- 
lic trust. While the 
prime minister has 
not yet been in- 
dicted and must be 
considered inno- 
cent until proven 
guilty, the charges 
could not have 
come at a worse 
time. The Israeli-Palestinian peace talks 
have broken down over Mr. Netan- 
yahu’s decision to build more Jewish 
housing in East Jerusalem. Within the 
Jewish religious world, a bill that would 
deny recognition as a Jew to those un- 
dergoing conversion under the supervi- 
sion of non-Orthodox rabbis has passed 
an initial vote in the Knesset. The final 
passage of this bill would circumvent 
the Israeli Supreme Court’s ruling that 
non-Orthodox converts are to be regis- 
tered as Jews in Israel, striking a further 
blow to the struggling Reform and Con- 
servative movements in Israel. 

Such news is disheartening to those 
of us who care about Israel. We hope for 
a time when it will be nation at peace 
and secure, a homeland where all Jews, 
men and women, Reform, Conservative 
and Orthodox are equal, but distance 
and a perceived lack of influence can 
make us feel frustrated and unable to 
effect meaningful change in Israel. 

Very soon, however, we Reform Jews 
will be given a rare opportunity to in- 
fluence decisions regarding religious 
pluralism, policies affecting the status 
of “who is a Jew,” and whether or not 
contributions to Israel will fund Reform 
institutions there. In order to take ad- 


Rabbi Martha 
Bergadine 


9 vantage of this opportunity you must 
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we Celebrates Yom 
Ha’atzmaut 


The state of Israel turns 49 this month! 
Sha’ar Zahav will commemorate Israeli 
Independence day on Saturday, May 10 
at 7:30 pm witha program that addresses 
the struggles facing Israel today and cel- 
ebrates Israeli culture. We will have the 
honor of hearing Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, 
executive director of the Association of 
Reform Zionists of America (ARZA), 
speak on “The Challenges of Assuring 
Religious Freedom for Jews in Israel.” 
Rabbi Hirsch is a renowned leader in 
both the Zionist and Reform movements. 
He is a strong supporter of Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual rights. In 1993, he was in- 
strumental in providing an alternative 
salute to Israel in New York City when 
New York’s synagogue with special out- 
reach to Gays and Lesbians was prohib- 
ited from participating in the scheduled 
Salute to Israel celebration. We will have 
a chance not only to hear Rabbi Hirsch 
speak, but also to have a dialogue with 
him about his work. Following this in- 
teraction, we will join ina festive evening 
of Israeli folk dancing. So put on your 
dancing shoes and come celebrate 
Israel's birthday! 


Purim party. Photo by Michael Bettinger. 
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Mishkan Dolores 
Raffles Luxury Car 
and Dream Trips 


Starting May 1, raffle tickets will be 
sold to help raise funds for the Mishkan 
Dolores Campaign. The grand prize is a 
classic Mercedes in pristine condition. 
First prize is round-trip airfare for two 
to Israel. Second prize is round-trip air- 
fare for two to Europe. Third prize is a 
pair of cufflinks from Sidney Mobell Jew- 
elers at Shreve. 

Tickets are $20 each, 6 for $100. The 
drawing will be held at a campaign clos- 
ing party on July 19. 

Each member will be mailed a book 
of six raffle tickets in May. Keep the 
tickets and mail back the stubs with a 
check. It’s that simple. If you wish to 
purchase additional tickets, please call 
the office. Tickets will also be available 
at the Gift Shop. 

Many people, when making their 
pledges, offered to volunteer. Here’s the 
perfect opportunity: we’re selling tick- 
ets on Castro Street in June and at the 
Pride Celebration, June 28 and 29. It will 
be a fun way to help raise money. To 
volunteer, call Jeff Forman (648-0381). 


April Va’ad Minutes 


A motion to accept the 1997-98 budget 
was unanimously approved. 

The Dues Committee reported that 
three new dues-paying units applied 
for membership. These were unani- 
mously approved. Two CSZ members 
have died since the last Va’ad meeting. 

Renée Bauer reported that the Purim 
5757 party was a grand success. Plans 
for Sukkot in April have attracted more 
than 60 volunteers, thanks in great mea- 
sure to the efforts of Kenny Altman. 

Ron Lezell reported on the upcoming 
World Zionist Conference in Jerusalem. 
A September election for the ‘Parliament 
of the Jewish People’ will elect delegates 
from both the Diaspora and Israel. A 
motion to mail registration forms for 
this election to anyone who requests 
them as well as to all congregants was 
approved. 

The Ma’ayan campaign was man- 
dated to create an oral history program. 
A motion to constitute an ad hoc oral 
history committee was approved. The 
emphasis of the committee will be to 
facilitate videotaping and collection of 
interviews. 

The Va‘ad was updated on the status 
of financing, fundraising and plans for 
the new building. Ellie Cohen said that 
fundraising had reached $953,000 by 
the date of the meeting. 

Initial estimates for bringing the build- 
ing up to code were too low. The higher 
cost of necessary core and shell repairs 
has required a re-analysis of how the 290 
Dolores property can be remodeled to 
suit our needs. Some areas will be imme- 
diately refurbished and others will need 
to be used as they are until a later date. 

David Stein asked about pursuing the 
purchase of the building given realistic 
building costs. The Va’ad indicated their 
willingness to move to the next step, which 
is to take up the issue with the congrega- 
tion at a congregational meeting. 


Call for Videotapes 


Do you have personal videotapes 
of Sha’ar Zahav events? Purim par- 
ties, Pride Parade contingents, life 
cycle ceremonies, etc? If you do, 
the Oral History Project would like 
to have copies for the CSZ archives. 
Please contact Rob Tat (861-2350). 
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New Members’ Potluck 


New — and not so new — Sha’ar Zahav 
members are invited to a potluck on 
Sunday, May 18, 5-7 pm, to meet, 
shmooze, learn more about Sha’ar Za- 
hav, and (of course) eat! President David 
Stein and his partner Alex Ingersoll will 
host the potluck in the community room 
of their home at 345 Church St. 

The Membership Committee, which 
is sponsoring the potluck, as well as 
Va’ad members and members of other 
committees, will be there to get to know 
new members in David and Alex’s re- 
laxed, informal setting. 

Bring a vegetarian or dairy dish or 
dessert — enough to share with about 
six other people. Kids, partners and 
friends are welcome. For more informa- 
tion and to RSVP, call Sara Haber (621- 
1248). 

On Friday, May 16, we will also have 
a special welcome for new members 
during Shabbat services. See you there! 


Save the Date 


Please save Saturday night, July 
19, for the Mishkan Dolores Cam- 
paign Thank You Party and the 
raffle drawing. Place, details, etc. to 
be announced. 


Parade of the children, Purim party. Photo by Michael Bettinger. 


Celebrate Rosh 
Chodesh Iyyar 


Sha’ar Zahav women are invited to a 
short Rosh Chodesh ritual and planning 
meeting on Thursday, May 8 at 7 pm at 
CSZ. We will celebrate the new month 
of Iyyar and plan events for the next 
few months. We need everyone’s ideas 
and energy! Please call Renée in the of- 
fice to RSVP for the meeting or to let her 
know that you are interested in being 
part of this group. 


‘Their Own Vietnam’ 
To Air on KQED 


“Their Own Vietnam,” an award-win- 
ning short documentary by CSZ mem- 
ber Nancy D. Kates about the 
experiences of American women who 
served in the Vietnam War, will be 
shown on KQED, Channel 9, on Sun- 
day, May 25 at 9:30 pm and Monday, 
May 26 at 7:30 pm. The film documents 
the experiences of five women veterans, 
contrasting their personal stories with 
official Army depictions of the war. 
“Their Own Vietnam” includes an in- 
terview with Kay Milliken and Sue 
Storm, a lesbian couple who met in Viet- 
nam and are still together. This 
groundbreaking interview is the first 
discussion of lesbian/gay issues in any 
documentary about the war. 
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Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 


Sunday, June 15 * 2 pm 


New Items Arrive at Gift Shop 


The CSZ Gift Shop exists to serve both 
the religious and secular needs of the 
congregation. Its goal is to help mem- 
bers and their friends enrich important 
life cycle events as well as day-to-day 
expressions of their Jewish faith. 

The Gift Shop has received a new ship- 
ment of ritual and Judaic items includ- 
ing tallitot, our first shofar, kiddush cups, 
jewelry and mezzuzot. 

Other items are also available by spe- 
cial order, such as the Kiddushin Pillow 
and Mazel Tov Cameras. 

The pillow set, embroidered with 
the names of the couple, contains a 
wineglass to be crushed at the appro- 
priate moment in the ceremony. The 
pillow can then serve as a unique 


keepsake of the day. 

The cameras are designed for one- 
time use by guests at festive occasions 
such as Commitment/Wedding Cer- 
emonies and Bat/Bar Mitzvahs. The 
cameras can capture candid shots of an 
event and serve as a great ice-breaker 
among guests, as reported by one CSZ 
family recently. 

Remember, the Gift Shop is operated 
by volunteers. If you like fun and ex- 
citement and meeting new people, this 
may be the committee for you! 

For further information on the mer- 
chandise or to volunteer, please come 
by and see us on Friday nights before 
services from 7:30 to 8:05 pm in the Oneg 
Room, or call Jeff Rubin (647-9201). 


So You Wanna Be in Pictures? 


Attention all Steven Spielbergs and Bar- 
bara Walters: here’s your chance to bea 
part of synagogue history! The CSZ Oral 
History Project wants to train you to 
record oral history interviews and syna- 
gogue events for our archives. 

There are two opportunities available: 
learn how to conduct interviews with 
subjects on their personal oral history, 
or learn how to use a video camera to 
record interviews and capture other 
events. If you have a video camera, all 
the better, but no previous video experi- 
ence is necessary. Here’s your chance to 
learn from the professionals, have fun, 
and make a valuable contribution to 
Sha’ar Zahav. 


Both training sessions will take place 
on Sunday, May 18, 5-7 pm at the syna- 
gogue. Rob Tat will be conducting the 
video training and Jeff Friedman the 
interviewer training. 

After completing either of these 
training sessions, you will be part of 
our pool of interviewers and video- 
graphers who will videotape CSZ mem- 
bers’ personal observations on 
synagogue history, the transition to 
Dolores Street, and other memorable 
CSZ events. 

We need a minimum of five partici- 
pants in order to conduct the classes. 
For more information, please call Rob 
(861-2350) or Jeff (863-7037). 


I will donate 10% of all 
commissions earned from CSZ 
referrals to the new building 


Capital Campaign Fund 


Deborah Udin 
ZEPHYR Real Estate 
(415) 552-9500 ext. 122 


email: deudin@aol.com 


ZEPHYR 
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Rabbi 


Continued from page 1 
register to vote in elections for the World 
Zionist Organization Congress. 

The World Zionist Organization Con- 
gress is the only international forum 
where American Jews can have direct 
influence on critical issues facing Israel. 
Generally held every five years, the Con- 
gress is an important arena in which the 
Israel/Diaspora relationship is dis- 
cussed, policies are decided upon and 
implemented, and decisions are made 
as to how charitable donations are spent 
in Israel. For example, it is through the 
World Zionist Organization that the Re- 
form movement in Israel receives a mil- 
lion dollars a year — roughly two-thirds 
of its entire budget. 

The American Reform movement is 
represented in the World Zionist Organi- 
zation through the Association of Reform 
Zionists of America (ARZA), the official 
advocate of the North American Reform 
Jewish community for all issues pertain- 
ing to Israel. The Reform movement's 
goal is the election of ARZA representa- 
tives to the World Zionist Organization 
Congress to fight for religiously free and 
pluralistic Judaism in Israel. 


Litigation 
Estate Planning 
Personal Injury 
Business Law 
Probate 

Real Estate 
Employment 
discrimination 


As a first step towards accomplishing 
this goal, we must register to vote. We at 
Sha’ar Zahav are joining with other Re- 
form congregations across America in 
an attempt to register as many 
congregants as possible. Soon you will 
be receiving material from me and Ron 
Lezell, our ARZA Liaison, that provides 
you with all the information and forms 
necessary for you to register to vote. 

Registering is easy. Any American Jew, 
who will be at least 18 years of age by June 
30, and who is a citizen or permanent 
resident of the United States is eligible to 
vote. Registrants must also indicate that 
they are in agreement with the Jerusalem 
Program, the text of which follows: 

The aims of Zionism are: 

¢ The unity of the Jewish people and 
the centrality of Israel in Jewish life; 

¢ The ingathering of the Jewish people 
in its historic homeland, Eretz Israel, 
through aliya from all countries; 

¢ The strengthening of the State of 
Israel which is based on the prophetic 
vision of justice and peace; 

¢ The preservation of the identity of the 
Jewish people through the fostering of Jew- 


Goldstein, Gellman, Melbostad, Gibson & Harris, up 


ATE oO RON 


100 Van Ness 
21st Floor 
San Francisco 
California 
94102 
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Call David Gellman 
415-621-5600 


ish, Hebrew and Zionist education and of 
Jewish spiritual and cultural values; 

e The protection of Jewish rights ev- 
erywhere. 

Registrations must be postmarked by 
June 1. The actual ballots for the election 
will be mailed out in September. Lastly, 
a $2 registration fee is required. That’s it. 

Additionally, on May 10, Rabbi 
Ammiel Hirsch, ARZA’s Executive Di- 
rector, will be speaking at CSZ’s cel- 
ebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut — Israel 
Independence Day. Rabbi Hirsch can 
provide firsthand information about the 
struggles Reform Judaism faces in Is- 
rael, and the importance of registering 
to vote in the World Zionist Organiza- 
tion Congress elections. 

Please take this opportunity to join 
with other Reform Jews across America 
to demonstrate our desire for a pluralis- 
tic Israel where the religious rights of all 
Jews, Liberal and Orthodox, men and 
woman, Jews by choice and Jews by 
birth, are recognized. May we all take to 
heart the words of Rabbi Tarfon: Lo alecha 
hamlacha ligmor, v'lo atah ben chorin 
lehibateil mimena ... You are not required 
to complete the work, but neither are 
you free to desist from it. 

Livracha, 

—Rabbi Martha Bergadine 


Condolences 


We extend our condolences to mem- 
bers who have suffered recent losses: 

Sue Bojdak, on the death of her friend, 
Leroy Davis 

Ellie Cohen, on the death of her 
grandmother, Minnie Schlossberg 

Jeffrey Lilly, on the death of his friend, 
Carlos Martinez 

Cheryl Mann, on the death of her 
grandfather, Fred Mann 

The Nacamulli Family, on the death 
of their uncle, Mario Levi 

Florence Nacamulli, on the death of 
her aunt, Rivka Resnick 

Nancy Silverrod, on the death of her 
uncle, Enoch Cherin 

Susan Simpson, on the death of her 
friend, David Magennis 

Susan Tubbesing, on the death of her 
mother, Ann Kohout 

Barney Ugarte, on the death of his 
friend, Jos Williams 

Ami Zusman, on the death of her 
uncle, Yair Yalif 


Nosh Some 
Hamentashen 


And a merry Purim it was at CSZ this 
year, filled with food, fun, costumes and 
a fabulous production of “Megillah 
Madness.” The a cappella singing group 
Jungle Red charmed us with a wonder- 
ful performance. The success of the party 
was a direct result of all the volunteer 
work that went into preparing for and 
running it. Thank you to all the people 
who staffed the booths the night of the 
party and a special thanks to the dedi- 
cated Purim planning committee. 


Jewish AIDS 
Memorial Day 


Rabbi H. Raphael Goldstein and 
Norman L. Sandfield, co-chairs of the 
International Jewish AIDS Network, 
have announced a date for Jewish AIDS 
Memorial Day: Lev B’omer. 

Lev B’omer is the 32nd day of the 
Omer, the 49 days between Passover 
and Shavuot, which has traditionally 
been a season of mourning for the Jew- 
ish people. The Hebrew letters for 32, 
lamed and bet, spell out the word lev 
which means “heart.” A Jewish AIDS 
Memorial Day “touches directly the 
hearts and minds of all of us who have 
loved and lost people to AIDS and will, 
we hope, touch the hearts of the people 
who have tended to ignore this grow- 
ing, unending epidemic,” said Rabbi 
Goldstein in making this announcement. 
“Many people think that the epidemic 
does not and has not affected the Jewish 
community.” 

This year, Lev B’omer falls on Friday 
night, May 23 and Saturday, May 24. 
The co-chairs are urging all synagogues 
and religious institutions in the Jewish 
community to observe this day with spe- 
cial prayers of comfort and hope, and 
the opportunity to remember those 
whose lives have touched our own, each 
in their own unique way. 

For more information, call Rabbi 
Goldstein, director of Los Angeles Jew- 
ish AIDS Services, (213/653-8313). 


Get involved! 


Volunteer for a committee 


Lag B’Omer 
Celebration 


It'sa picnic! It’s a celebration, complete 
with live musical entertainment! It’s 
Sunday in the Park with Herzl! Sha’ar 
Zahavniks are invited to the commu- 
nity-wide celebration of Lag B’Omer and 
the 100th anniversary of Zionism on 
Sunday, May 25 from noon to 4 pm at 
Sharon Meadows in Golden Gate Park. 
Sharon Meadows is located in the south- 
east corner of the park near the tennis 
courts and the carousel. 

The program will feature mizrachi- 
style singer Jimmy Gamliel and his band, 
Metzitzim MeHa’etzha, a renowned per- 
formance ensemble direct from north- 
ern Israel, a Herzl look-alike contest, 
and a variety of activities and crafts for 
kids and adults of all ages. There will be 
food for sale, but participants are en- 
couraged to bring a picnic lunch. 

For more information, call Renée in 
the office or The Israel Center (278-0630). 


Purim party. Photo by Michael Bettinger. 


Activities for 
Little Ones 


Toddlers / Preschoolers and their fami- 
lies are invited to a Havdallah program 
on May 31 at 7:30 pm at CSZ. Call Renée 
at the office for more information or to 
help with the program. 


Thanks Mishkan 
Dolores Volunteer 
Solicitors 


The mishkanmeter is on the rise. If you 
haven't seen it yet, the beautifully de- 
signed artwork by Rena Frantz and 
Michael Schwartz hangs proudly in the 
Oneg Room showing almost $1 million 
in pledges for our new building on 16th 
and Dolores! 

We are over 70% of our $1.3 million 
pledge goal. What a community we have 
... hundreds of people stretching their dol- 
lars to make our communal dream a bit 
closer to reality. Congratulations to us all. 

But to reach our goal, to bring in an 
additional $300,000 in pledges, we still 
need to meet with many of you over the 
next few weeks. We are sure you are wait- 
ing for your friendly neighborhood 
Mishkan Dolores volunteer solicitor’s call. 

Not surprisingly, it’s a lot of hard work 
for those doing this mitzvah of 
fundraising, reaching out to almost 400 
households. Every volunteer solicitor 
participated in intensive training on the 
background of Congregation Sha’ar Za- 
hav, the four-year new building seeking 
effort and, of course, specific training 
on fundraising or how to ask other mem- 
bers for a lot of money even if you've 
never done it before. Sound a bit scary? 
Sometimes ... but it has also been an 
incredibly rewarding experience. 

Thank you, volunteer solicitors, for 
making that extra effort to make our 
new home a reality. 
John Atteridg 
Geoff Benjamin 


Nancy Levin 
Ellen Lewin 


Diana Buchbinder Ron Lezell 
Tiela Chalmers Rachel Machlachlan 
Michael Chertok Judy Macks 


Ellie Cohen 

Jeff Forman 

Jeff Friedman 
Lyssa Friedman 
David Gellman 
Richard Inlander 
Lisa Katz 

Elliot Klein 
Susan Jacobson 


Nancy Meyer 

José Luis Moscovich 
Seth Moskowitz 
Irene Ogus 

Nathan Robinson 
Ruth Schoenbach 
David Stein 

Lonnie Weiss 

Mike Zimmerman 


Elizabeth Landsberg Ami Zusman 


Do you have e-mail? 


If so we want your address! Drop 
us a line at shaarzahav@igc.apc.org 
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Naches 


To Shelley R. Adler and Nancy 
Showen, on the birth of their daughter 
Sarah Shoshana Adler. 


To Tiela Chalmers, on her new job 
with Volunteer Legal Services. 


To Randy Heilbrunn, on his new 
home. 


To Howard Herman, on his new job 
as Alternative Dispute Resolution pro- 
gram counsel for the U.S. District Court. 


To Nancy Kates, on her film “Their 
Own Vietnam” being aired on KQED 
on May 25 and 26. 


To Robin Leonard, on her new home. 
To Paul Margolis, on his new home. 


To Greta Miskatel, on her recent cer- 
tification as a Master Hypnotist through 
the Hypnotherapy Institute. 


To Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz, 
on the naming of their daughter, Emma 
Sophie Madelaine Pines-Schwartz. 


To Eric Temple, on his new home. 


Onegs 


These generous people sponsored an 
Oneg Shabbat in recent months: 


3/28 Judy Schwartz and Carolyn 
Pines, in honor of the 
finalization of Emma’s 


adoption. 


4/4 Gordon Osser, in celebration 
of his 70th birthday. 


4/11 Lane Schickler and Steven 
Levine, in honor of their 
wedding. 
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CF PoHhiGe 


Open Friday nights 7:30-8:05 pm 
or by appointment (861-6932) 
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Anniversaries 
3 Karen Erlichman & Jana 
Rickerson 


15 Lisa Feldstein & Max Drukman 
15 Pekka Hall & Carrie Costello 


16 Ann Bauman & Kelly 
Thiemann 


22: Phyllis & George Mintzer 
29 Mark Freeman & Ken White 


31 Ilana Bernstein & Diane 
Desmond 
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Purim party. Photo by Michael Bettinger. 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco ... 1501 Divisadero Street at Geary 


East Bay ... 3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 


Yizkor Elohim 


Adam Harris 


Leslie Peller 


Members’ Yahrzeits 
9 Jack Jacobs 

i183 David Delroy 

14 Thomas Yazman 


17 Nanci Stern 
19 Alan Altman 


Dal James Perkins 


New Members 


The Membership Committee is pleased 
to announce that our congregation 
gained the following new members this 
month. A warm welcome to the latest 
people to join our family: 


Lucy Bernholz and Paula Fleisher 
Neal Shorstein 
Joanne Hirschmann 


We are grateful to see our congregation 
grow. It is up to all of us to help our new 
members feel welcome as they become 
active participants in our community. 


Classifieds 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: Professionalize/ 
computerize your business. Get online now. 
Quicken * Word ¢ Excel ¢ Hard disk tune-up. 
Roslyn Fuerman 510/526-1209. 


KAUAI TROPICAL GARDEN RETREAT En- 
chanting setting, perfect for nurturing, healing, 
romancing. Royal Drive Cottages. Bob Levine/ 
Sandy Meyers. Ph/fax 808/822-2321. 


(415) 921-3636 


(510) 284-3945 


TOLe ne LO Le 1k 1 We US TS US 
Birthdays 


1 Bruce Barishman 

i Michael Pierce 

oO Rena Frantz 

3 Julie Stahl 

3 Marion Trentman 

4 Eileen Dunn 

4 Jeffrey Rubin 

5 Colette Patt 

6 Alison Scott 

6 Henry Carrey 

6 Aaron Buchbinder 

6 Joan Becker 

7 Dianne Hawk 

8 Paul Nemrow 

8 Shelley M. Samuels 
9 Margarita Bekker 

9 Ruth Newstat-Dreisbach 
10 Chris Arrigale 

10 Gabriele Kassner 

12 Kailin Chalmers Koch 
His) Douglas Okun 

14 Claire Rappoport 

15 Melissa Grossman-Naples 
15 Arnie Jackson 

16 Inbal Kashtan 

16 Edward Tanovitz 

ie Elaya Adelberg 

Wy David Schnur 

Wy Antoinette Rose 

18 Yona Barth-Rodgers 
18 David Stein 

18 Jane Boskoff Graeven 
19 Katharine Woodruff 
20 Richard Wilson 

20 Lillian Schaechner 
21 Gabriel Vega 

21 Lolma Olson 

pall Gerald B. Rosenstein 
2D Janis Medina 

ZZ Leora Eisenberg 

22 Marilyn Brown 

23 Barbara Cymrot 

28} Nancy Feinstein 

26 Harper Rose 

26 Robert Katz 

27 Nancy Epstein 

28 Sherie Koshover 

eg Trudi Hauptman 

29 David Sigal 

30 Eloise Magenheim 


30 Shelley Eisenman 
Ve ve ve ve Ue Ue te re ve ve ve 


Joe Hample as Lot's wife, Purim party. 
Photo by Michael Bettinger. 


HILLs oF ETERNITY MEMoRIAL PARK 
Serving families of the Jewish faith since 1851 
Designated section for members of 
Congregations Sha’ ar Zahav 
For information please call 
Stephen E. Weiner 
Director of Sales 


415/756-3633 


CULLUM S4Qioingn 


Divorce, Custody & Support 
Relationship Agreements 
Wills & Living Trusts 
Small Business 
Auto Accidents 
Discrimin- 
ation 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


“The Cornerstone of 
Our Practice” 


Free Initial Consultation 


45 POLK STREET SECOND FLOOR SF CA 94102 


PHONE 415 . 863 . 53 


A Friday Night Story 


by Geoff Benjamin 

One fine Friday night in April I found 
myself at the end of services, as I often 
do, making an announcement. As the 
head of the congregation’s younger 
members’ chavurah, Le’Atid, I invited 
all those who were interested to join me 
for ‘Coffee in the Castro’ after the Oneg. 

This particular night was no cooler nor 
warmer than another, no fuller nor thin- 
ner than another. Just another reliably 
spiritual and resonant evening on Danvers 
St. A group of us gathered: women, men, 
some in their 20s, some in their 30s, some 
who are chronologically older, but ap- 
proach life younger. A few of us were 
regulars, a few not so frequent Friday 
night goers, and even a few first timers. 

As we began our descent into the 
teeming Eureka Valley someone sug- 
gested checking out Kite Hill above the 
synagogue. And so descent became as- 
cent and through the calm night we 
trudged up a dirt path to the top of a 
hill. Lodged between the spires of Twin 
Peaks and the glow of the Bay Bridge 
we breathed deep. Another person sug- 
gested a way down. And across one 
block, around another corner we came 
upon a slide. One woman in heels, one 
man in leather, another in slacks slid 
down a Slide on the Sabbath, the cool 
night washing past their cheeks and into 
their hair. Hold on to your kippah! 

Le’Atid, towards the future, heads for 
‘Coffee in the Castro’ every Friday night, 
and plans events for the younger mem- 
bers of the congregation. Our next event 
is a Havdallah Potluck on Saturday, May 
17 at the home of Geoff Benjamin. Call 
Renée in the office for details. 


HIV+ Support Group 


CsZ has ongoing support services for 
members living with HIV/AIDS and 
their families and partners on the third 
Saturday of every month, in addition to 
quarterly Shabbat dinners at the homes 
of members. Mark your calendars: 

¢ Friday, May 30 at 6 pm: Shabbat 
dinner at the home of a member. 

¢ Saturday, May 31 at 2 pm: Support 
Group at CSZ, facilitated by Rob Tat. 

If you have any questions, want to 
sign up for the dinner or would like to 
put your name on our confidential mail- 
ing list, please call Amy Clark at the 
office. Join us. 
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The perfect gift for your child... 


The Jewish Community Federation will help your 
family pay for your child's teen trip to Israel with 
The Gift of Israel. 


The Gift of Israel is a savings account 
created especially for a child's teen trip to Israel, 
and anyone can contribute. Best of all, the 
Federation and participating synagogues will 
also make yearly contributions, as early as the 
third grade, if the child is enrolled in a Jewish 
educational program. If a Gift of Israel account 
is created in the third grade, for example, these 
Federation/synagogue contributions could total 
a minimum of $1,400! 


The account can be established 
anytime before seventh grade. Start 
now! Even if your child is a toddler 


YOUR NAME(S) 


Tell me more about The Gift of Israel! 


the experience of a lifetime with | YOUR ADDRESS 
The Gift of Israel. 

Gihy, 

YOUR PHONE 


fowl anit, 


~ 
| 
| 
| 
now, you can begin saving for | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
FEDER AT ON | 
| 


SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, 
MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES & 


ALVIN BAUM p, tcsw 


PSYCHOTHERAPY AND COUPLES COUNSELING 


1700 Pierce Street - San Francisco 94115 + (415) 563-0290 
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NAME OF CHILD 


Reg, He. TMF2786 1. Supervisor; rbuy Westen, Ph, D. (PSYO63/6) 


Please return this coupon to the Jewish Community Federation 
121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105. For more information, call 415.512.6216. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
STATE ZIP | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


"El Ha Refana La” 
Please, El, let the healing be now 
‘lent L, Fitzpatrick, MA 


Marriage, Family & Child Counselor Intern 


Berkeloy: (510) 841-5342 Sliding Scale Fees 
Individuals & Couples Muktiethnic Practice 


@® 


Contributions 


AIDS Fund 
Ruthy Talansky, in memory of David 
Magennis 


Bikkur Cholim Fund 


Michele Sullivan, in memory of Marion 
LeMeteyer 


Education Fund 
Richard Sinkoff, in memory of Roslyn 
Sinkoff 


General Fund 

Claudette and Larry Einhorn, in honor of 
Leslie Einhorn’s birthday 

Larry Wexler, in honor of Jonathan Igor 
Williamson and Marion Vera Williamson 

Jeff Sherman, in memory of Philip 
Sherman 

Eli Mantin 

Marjorie Hilsenrad, in memory of her 
parents 

Rose Katz, in memory of Marvin J. Katz 

Ida Kuluk, in honor of the birth of Samuel 
Dick-Gelmis, Emma Pines-Schwartz and 
Shoshana Eisenman Moed 

Dana Vinicoff, in memory of Alan Vinicoff 

Steve Horowitz, in memory of Michael 
Lipson 

Laurence and Deborah Stadtner 

Jaime and Barbara Merino 

Gloria and Warren Freedgood, in memory 
of Jim Freedgood 

John Mazzitello, in honor of Mike Rankin 

Patricia Lin, in memory of Jui-Ling Yu 

Helaine Weinstein 

Jim Frazin, in memory of M. L. Shapiro 

Dan Halpern, in memory of Esther Halpern 

Robert Tat, in honor of Steve Weiner’s 
joining CSZ 

Simma Lieberman, in memory of Abraham 
Lieberman 

Rob Eckert and Phil Owen, in memory of 
Shirley Sternlieb 


Inclusive Liturgy Fund 
Miriam Trentman and Batya Kalis, in 
honor of Hillary Zaid receiving her Ph.D. 


Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Susan Tubbesing, on behalf of the family of 
Ann Kohout 
Anonymous, in honor of Jerry Rosenstein 


Torah Fund 
Liz Goodman and Ellen Lewin, in honor of 
Lane Schickler’s acceptance to Hebrew 
Union College 


Donations to Mishkan Dolores 
Building Fund 

Miriam Trentman, in honor of Robin 
Leonard for all that she is and for her 
support and friendship 

Robert Stern, in memory of Ludwig Stern 

John Atteridg, in memory of Katie Atteridg 

Sam Thal, in honor of Joe Rosenthal 

Neil Hart, in memory of Sara Feldman 

Shelley Adler and Nancy Showen, in 
honor of the birth of Sarah Shoshana 
Adler 

Sadie Katz, in memory of Marvin J. Katz 

Rose Katz and Carol Seajay, in honor of the 
wedding of Lane Schickler and Steven 
Levine 

Geoff Benjamin, in memory of Darius 
Tschida 

William Goldstein, in memory of Joseph 
Goldstein 

Randy Heilbrunn, in memory of Belle 
Snyderman 

Lonnie Weiss, in memory of Eugene and 
Helene Blau and Jack and Rose Weiss 

Shelley Adler and Nancy Showen, in 
memory of Shoshana Adler 

Julie Moed and Shelley Eisenman, in 
memory of Lily Moed 

Eric A. Adler, in memory of Shoshana 
Adler 

Ruth Loeb, in honor of Randy Weiss 

Allen and Susan Weiss, in honor of Randy 
Weiss 

Stephen H. Delroy, on behalf of his late 
brother David Delroy 

Steve Elman and Tom Holt, in memory of 
Alice Sinkoff 

Marriam Cramer Ring, in honor of Greer 
Hauptman’s becoming bat mitzvah 

Robert Henderson, in memory of Shirley 
Sternlieb 

Batya Kalis and Miriam Trentman, in 
honor of the wedding of Lane Schickler 
and Steven Levine 

Nina Gordon, in memory of Elizabeth 
Gerotwol 

John Arnold, in honor of Jonathan Funk for 
his continuing love and support 

Steve Elman and Tom Holt, in memory of 
Ron Wilmot 

Robert and Susan Weisberg, in memory of 
Dr. Alfred Auerbach 

Steve Elman and Tom Holt, in honor of 
Alex Ingersoll’s 50th birthday 

Robert Henderson, in memory of Ron 
Wilmot 

Batya Kalis and Miriam Trentman, in 
honor of Emma Pines-Schwartz 

Steve Elman and Tom Holt, in honor of 


Richard Inlander’s election to the Board 
of Directors of Sinai Memorial Chapel 
Lee Ryan, in memory of Leah Goralsky 
Deborah Udin, in honor of Tova Green and 
Batya Kalis 
Larry Wexler, in memory of Ron Wilmot 


Donations in memory of 
Ann Kohout 
Ann Biderman 
Batya Kalis and Miriam Trentman 
M.W. and Eloise Gillard 
Louise Nathe 
Pearl and Sarah Nathe 
The Board of Directors of the Earthquake 
Engineering Research Institute 
Sharyn Saslafsky 
Ellie Cohen and Greta Miskatel 


Special Thanks 
More than a year ago, Bill Denebeim and 
Mark Vogel donated seed money for a 
Technology Fund which was set up as a 
subsidiary fund of the Building Fund. The 
monies in this fund are used to upgrade the 
computers and software at CSZ. Mark and 
Bill continue to support this fund as have 
Steve Polsky and Mark Oliver. Additional 
contributions to this fund are always 
appreciated. 


& 


Purim party. Photo by Michael Bettinger. 
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Officers: 
President, David Stein (863-4769 or 
david.stein @internetmci.com) 
Administrative Vice President, 
Diana Buchbinder 
Program Vice President, Judith Cohen 
Treasurer, Leah Wolf 
Recorder, Mark Bowers 


Interim Rabbi 
Rabbi Martha Bergadine 


CSZ Staff: 

Office Manager, Lea Salem 

Synagogue Educator, Tamar Malino 

Kadimah Head Teacher, Phyllis Mintzer 

Administrative Assistant, Amy Clark 

Program Coordinator, Renée Bauer 

Committee Chairs: 

Adult Education, Claire Rappoport 

Archives, open 

ARZA contact, Ron Lezell 

Bequests and Donations, Richard 
Inlander 

Bikkur Cholim, David Shaber 

Bisexual Chavurah, Jim Frazin 

Book Circle, Mark Mackler 

Brotherhood, Stephan Howard 

Building, Mark Klaiman 

Bylaws, Edward Pollock 

Cemetery, Richard Inlander 

Children’s Education Board, Ron 
Lezell 

Cookbook Project, Robin Leonard 

Dues, Susan Gelmis 

East Bay Services, Hilary Zaid 

Endowment Fund, Richard Inlander 

Environmental Action, Barak Gale and 
Brian Besser 


= 


Office Hours: Monday-Friday from 9 am 
to 3 pm (861-6932). 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is a 
member of Sha’ar Zahav is ill in the hospi- 
tal or at home, and would like to have a 
member of the Bikkur Cholim Committee 
call or visit, please notify the synagogue 
office. 


Member of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and of the World Congress 
of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations. 


Services are held every Friday evening 
beginning at 8:15 pm (except as noted), 


with an Oneg Shabbat following services. one block south on Danvers to Caselli. 
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Members wishing to contact any Va’'ad member or committee chair 
are invited to obtain his or her number from the synagogue office. 


Synagogue Information 


Va’ad (Board) Members: 


Michael Chertok 
Ellie Cohen 

Jeff Forman 
Lyssa Friedman 
David Gellman 
Sara Haber 
Lisa Katz 

Eileen Levy 

Ed Lopatin 


Finance, Leah Wolf 

Fine Arts, Alice Prussin 

Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 

Infant- Toddler Chavurah, open 

Leadership Development, |rene Ogus 
and Paul Cohen 

Library, Claire Rappoport 

Long-Range Planning, Allan Gold 

Membership, Ami Zusman 

Mishkan Dolores Campaign, Ellie 
Cohen 

Newsletter, by committee 

Oneg, Allan Giannini 

Past Presidents Council, Merry Luskin 

Personnel, Diana Buchbinder 

Pre-school Chavurah, Nancy Meyer 

Public Relations, Sharyn Saslafsky 

Rabbi Search, Robin Leonard and 
Allan Gold 

Ritual, Ora Prochovnick 

Social Action, Eloise Magenheim 

UAHC National Liaison, Mike Rankin 

UAHC Regional Liaison, Robin 
Leonard 

Volunteer Coordinator, open 

WCGLJO Liaison, Neil Grungras 

Women's Chavurah, open 


Services are generally held on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10 am — check 
calendar for each month. 


Gift Shop Hours: Fridays, 7:30-8:05 pm. 
Library Hours: Open during office hours. 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav (Congrega- 
tion of the Golden Gate) is located in the 
Upper Market District of San Francisco at 
220 Danvers at Caselli, which is one block 
south of the intersection of 18th and Market 
streets. By public transport, take MUNI bus 
33 Stanyan to 18th and Danvers and walk 


Are You a Jewish 
American? 

Ass members and friends of Sha’ar Zahav, 
you are undoubtedly concerned about the 
eroding rights of Reform and Conserva- 
tive Jews in Israel. Increasingly restrictive 
laws are making the dream of a Jewish 
State as a pluralistic democracy seem fur- 
ther and further away. As time passes, it 
will be more difficult for Reform Jews to 
open new congregations, have appropri- 
ate life cycle ceremonies, and receive the 
same kind of Israeli government support 
as Orthodox communities. 

This fall, for the first time in 10 years, 
American Jews will be electing repre- 
sentatives to the World Zionist Congress. 
The Congress, founded in 1897 by 
Theodor Herzl, is the only democrati- 
cally elected parliament of the Jewish 
people. The United States Jewish com- 
munity has a great deal of Zionist influ- 
ence since it has 152 of the 525 delegates 
to the Congress. If the Reform move- 
ment does well in these elections, we 
will have an effect on the allocation of 
communal resources and on world 
Jewish policy. More importantly, we will 
be able to influence the crucial debate 
about where Judaism is headed in the 
21st century. 

What is needed now is for every adult 
Jew reading this article to register to vote 
for the fall election. Any Jewish Ameri- 
can citizen or permanent resident 18 
years of age as of June 30, may register; 
you need not be a member of an Ameri- 
can Zionist organization. However, reg- 
istrations must be postmarked no later 
than June 1 to participate in the election. 
Each CSZ member will soon be mailed a 
voter registration form with detailed in- 
structions for completion. Any non-CSZ 
member wishing to receive a registra- 
tion form should contact the office. 

The U.S. Elections Committee will mail 
ballots in early September to all regis- 
trants. Before then, you will be informed 
about who is on the Reform slate. Elect- 
ing a strong Reform slate to the Congress 
will send a clear message to the Israeli 
political and religious establishments. It 
is hoped and expected that the Associa- 
tion of Reform Zionists of America 
(ARZA) will emerge from the registra- 
tion process as the most powerful Ameri- 
can Zionist voice. Your voice and vote 
are essential to make this a reality. If you 
have an questions, call CSZ ARZA repre- 
sentative Ron Lezell (626-5748). 


MAY 


Thursday 
24 Nisan 
¢ 7 pm, Newsletter distribution 


Friday 
25 Nisan 
¢ 5:45 pm, Shabbat dinner, 
Nitzanim and Chalutzim 
¢ 7 pm, Early Kabbalat Shabbat 
* 8:15 pm, Shabbat service, 
Acharei Mot, led by Brian 
Besser and Danny Gevitz, 
aufruf for Karen Erlichman 
and Jana Rickerson. 


Saturday 
26 Nisan 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah: Chaverim, 
Rishonim, and B’nai Mitzvah 
¢ 10 am, Kadimah: Chalutzim 
¢ 3 pm, Adult B’nai Mitzvah 


Sunday 
27 Nisan 
Yom HaShoah 
¢ 10 am, Kadimah: Nitzanim 
o+pm,A&D-community-wide 
designinput at 290 Dolores 
e 2pm, Rabbi Search 
Committee 
¢ 4:30 pm, Klezmer band 
rehearsal 


Monday 

28 Nisan 
¢ 6 pm, Healing service 
* 6:30 pm, CEB 


Tuesday 
29 Nisan 
¢ 6:30 pm, Dues Committee 


Wednesday 

30 Nisan 
¢ 7 pm, Advanced Hebrew 
e 7pm, A&D 


Thursday 


1 lyar 
¢ 7 pm, Rosh Chodesh group 


MONDAY, 


call the office. 


FOR ADVERTISING 
MAY 95 


To place a display ad, call Roslyn 
Fuerman (510/526-1209 or froslyn 
@aol.com). To place a classified ad, 


Friday 
2 lyar 
* 7:15 pm, Niggun service 
° 8:15 pm, Shabbat service: 
Kedoshim 
¢ Bikkur Cholim lecture series 
after service: “Bridging the 
Gap: Diversity” led by Diana 
Buchbinder 


Saturday 
3 lyar 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah: Chaverim, 
Rishonim and B’nai Mitzvah 
¢ 10 am, Shabbat service led 
by Ezra and Talia Barth- 
Rogers 
¢ 12 noon, Torah study potluck, 
study at 1 pm 
¢ 7:30 pm, Havdallah, speaker, 
Israeli dancing: Rabbi Ammiel 
Hirsch, executive director of 
ARZA 


Sunday 
4 lyar 


Monday 
5 lyar 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
¢ 6:30 pm, Va’ad meeting 


Tuesday 
6 lyar 


Wednesday 

7 lyar 
¢ 7 pm, Advanced Hebrew 
¢ 7 pm, Newsletter editing 


Thursday 
8 lyar 
¢ 7 pm, Bikkur Cholim 
e 7 pm, Klezmer band 
¢ 7 pm, Membership 
committee 


Note: Gray areas indicate 
religious services. 


FOR 


ART 
MONDAY, 


Please submit articles both on 3%- 
inch disk and hard copy on paper double 
spaced. Write “Attn. Gaily Forward” on 
top and mail to CSZ. No deadline exten- 
sions without advance permission. 


Friday 
9 lyar 
¢ 8:15 pm, East Bay service, 
4042 Maple Ave., Oakland 
¢ 8:15 pm, Shabbat service: 
Emor, welcome to new 
members 


Saturday 
10 lyar 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah: Chaverim, 
Rishonim, and B’nai Mitzvah 
¢ 7 pm, Le’Atid potluck, Geoff 
Benjamin’s house (planning 
meeting at 6:30 pm) 


Sunday 
11 lyar 
¢ 2 pm, Informational meeting 
about new building, 
290 Dolores 
¢ 5 pm, New member potluck, 
Community Room, 345 
Church St. 
¢ 5 pm, Oral history video 
training and interview training 


Monday 
12 lyar 
¢ 6 pm, Healing service 
¢ 7 pm, Newsletter layout 


Tuesday 
13 lyar 


Wednesday 
14 lyar 
«7pm, A&D 
¢ 7 pm, Advanced Hebrew 


Thursday 
15 lyar 


Friday 
16 lyar 
¢ 8:15 pm, Shabbat service: 
Behar, led by Emma 
Buchbinder 
e Jewish AIDS Memorial Day, 
“Lev B'Omer” begins tonight 


nC LS ESS 


MAY 14 5/16 


FIND 


Saturday 
17 lyar 
¢ No Kadimah 
e “Lev B'Omer” Jewish AIDS 
Memorial Day 


Sunday 
18 lyar 
Lag B’Omer 
¢ 12 Noon, Picnic with Israel 
Center: “Sunday in the Park 
with Herzl,” Sharon Meadows 
in Golden Gate Park 


Monday 
19 lyar 
Memorial Day 
° Office closed 


Tuesday 
20 lyar 
¢ 7 pm, Intro to Yiddish 
Language and Culture 


Wednesday 
21 lyar 
¢ 7 pm, Advanced Hebrew 


Thursday 
22 lyar 
¢ 6:30 pm, Ritual Committee 
e 7 pm, Newsletter distribution 
e 7:30 pm, Service Leaders 
Initiative 


Friday 
23 lyar 
¢ 6 pm, HIV+ dinner at home of 
member 
¢ 8:15 pm, Shabbat service: 
Bechukotai, led by Ezra and 
Talia Barth-Rogers 


Saturday 
24 lyar 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah: Chaverim, 
Rishonim, and B’nai Mitzvah 
¢ 2pm, HIV+ Support Group 
¢ 7:30 pm, Tot Havdallah led by 
Patricia Lin 


East Bay Services 


Ida and Evan Kuluk and 
Susan Spott, 4042 Maple 
Ave., Oakland, 
510/530-4673 


CONGREGATION SHA’AR ZAHAV 
220 DANVERS at CASELLI 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING & RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 


NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID | 
PERMIT NO. 12628 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


